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Most Worshipful Brother David Duncan OSM.

“We raise our eyes to the future.”
As highlighted in my annual report, delivered to
the Annual General Meeting in Cape Town, the
administration of the Grand Lodge is, in the eyes of
many, taking major steps to becoming a streamlined
and professional operation. The decision to purchase a
Membership administration package, GrandView, from
America has proven to be inspirational. Our Grand
Secretary, MW Bro Geoff Edwards OSM and new
Assistant Grand Master, RW Bro Avron Jacobson must
be credited for this vision and we sincerely thank them
for their efforts in making it come true. This package
was initially created for use in the United States and it
now handles the administration of almost 400,000
Masons, in over 4,000 Lodges and in 22 different
Grand Lodges. It was designed specifically for
Freemasons, so we have not had to re-focus a generalpurpose commercial package to suit our needs.
It was not cheap; but in the greater scheme of
things, it will prove money very well spent.
The vision of the Grand Lodge of South Africa
has become for administrative work to be done at
Grand Lodge level and for “Freemasonry” to be
promoted at Lodge and Provincial level. This means
that we, as an organisation, can deploy our subject
matter experts at the appropriate levels in the
organisation. This will allow us to focus our labours to
ensure that we become a greater caring organisation
with our collective emphasis on the happiness of each
and every member in the Order.

The GrandView system is partially interactive and
before long, each Member of the Order will be able to
access his own personal information to ensure that it is
correct. No longer will the receipt of Masonic
communication depend on someone else giving up
their precious time to make sure that you can exercise
your right. It will now be driven from whence it
derives; YOU. This simple change already makes a
difference. It re-allocates the responsibility for the
receipt of communication to the intended recipient.
Why? Because we are sure that you all want to know
what is going on in the Order and wish to exercise your
“right to know” as a Member.
The GrandView platform will serve every
Member as a “filing cabinet” for all of the documents
that make the Grand Lodge work, such as the latest
revisions of the Constitution, forms, processes and
protocols. No longer will it be necessary to retain
“personal copies” of documents that are invariably out
of date when you need to use them. It will also provide
items of interest for information and study purposes as
articles, Masonic addresses and research papers are
included in the “Resources” section of the system.
The resources of GrandView will serve the whole
of the Grand Lodge and information will be available
to those Brethren who travel as the system allows
every Lodge to advertise its activities in a central
place. We are part of a national organisation and, at
last, we can now start to behave like one.
This all of course depends on active participation
by our Members. All the information in the world will
never become knowledge if it is not accessed. The
protocols of accessing the system and the processes
involved in updating information will soon be made
available to all. It is hoped that each of you will take
advantage of the system to facilitate your journey to
the light, whilst having fun along the road that we all
travel together as Brothers.
MW Bro Dave Duncan OSM
Grand Master

Farewell, Good Brother
RW Bro Johan Vermaak, a
Past Provincial Grand Master of
Northern Division was murdered
in a hijacking at Bronkhorstspruit
on Saturday 22nd September.
Johan was a dedicated Brother
who served the GLSA, his Division
and his Lodge with total commitment
and untiring zeal. He never gave less than his absolute
best and will be sorely missed by all who knew him.

Southern PGM, RW Bro Tommy Hardiman (5L front). seen with his Officers and guests from Sister Divisions and Constitutions

Southern Division have successful AGM
th

On Saturday 8 September, the Southern Division
AGM was held in the de Goede Hoop Temple. The
Provincial Grand Master, RW Bro Tommy Hardiman,
was most impressive in the manner in which he ran the
event and his annual
report was a really
encouraging
one.
During the course of
the
morning,
he
installed Wor Bro
Dennis Benadie as his
new Deputy PGM,
installed a number of
new PGL Officers
and
handed
out
various awards to members of the Division.
MW Bro Geoff Edwards OSM received the award
for the “Lodge Secretary
of the Year”, while the
extremely
prestigious
“Charity Jewel” was given
to Presiding Master of
Lodge de Goede Trouw,
Wor Bro Craig Pedersen.
This Lodge has been quite
outstanding in attracting
new, young Brethren and
developing them in an
environment which has an exceptionally positive vibe.
Their charity efforts have been exceptional and they
were most worthy recipients of this high honour.
A real highlight was
when the Grand Master took
the opportunity to present
Wor Bro Danie van Rensburg
with his 60 year jewel. With
almost 65 years as a GLSA
member now, Danie is our
longest serving Brother and
could well be our first ever
70 year veteran - if, of
course, the GAOTU sees fit
to award him this honour. It
is a rare privilege to share in
moments such as these!

Grand Master promotes Quality experience!
On the afternoon of Saturday 8th September, it
was the turn of Grand Lodge to hold their AGM. The
meeting was well attended by our Grand Lodge and
Divisional Officers, as well as attracting senior
representatives from 7 African Grand Lodges.

The Grand Master's Annual Report, "Image is
Everything", was a most inspiring one in which he
reviewed the enormous progress being made in such
areas as public awareness, member education, concern
for our elderly and infirm and the application of
technology. He noted that "the stimulation of
excitement and enjoyment in the hearts of our
Members has to be uppermost in the minds of the
senior members of both Lodge and Division" and is
determined that we will continue to strive towards
being the best that we can possibly be. We want, as a
Grand Lodge, to be an example for others to aspire to.
In installing his Officers, MW Bro Dave Duncan
OSM, obligated and invested RW Bro Avron Jacobson
as an Assistant
Grand
Master.
His father was in
attendance
and
the Grand Master
afforded him the
rare privilege of
being the first to
congratulate his son. RW Bro Jacobson plays a major
role in implementing GrandView and his technical
contribution is acknowledge and appreciated.
In closing, the Grand Master thanked our
distinguished visitors for their attendance and wished
our Brethren a most memorable Masonic Year ahead.

2018 Masonic Spring Ball

Marina Installs a new Worshipful Master

As always in Southern Division, AGM day turns
into Masonic Spring Ball night. All who attended this
year's Kelvin Grove event enjoyable what really was a
memorable evening. The ambiance and camaraderie
was very special and, of course, the Masonic Homes
fund-raising was positively affected by the mood!
Attendees at the 2018 Spring Ball included:

Thursday 6th September 2018 was a historical day
in Lodge Marina's history, for they installed Wor Bro
Raymond Yosimbom as their new Worshipful Master.
Ray is one of our up and coming young Masters
and his performance at his installation was impressive.
He is a respected ritualist, but it was his plans for a
Lodge struggling to survive that impressed the most.

(L) Bernice Burger &
Wo Bro Craig Pedersen

(R) Wor Bro Ini Akpan &
VW Bro Frans Appelgryn
(L) RW Bro Ernest &
Sharon Malherbe
Wor Bros Jan Venter, Dennis Benadie, Raymond Yosimbom,
RW Bro John Smith OSM and Wor Bro Dawie van Rooyen.

RW Bro John Smith OSM led the Grand Lodge
delegation, while Wor Bro Dennis Benadie led the
PGL team and, assisted by his Officers, did a very
good job of performing the Installation ceremony.
(R) Mariette &
RW Bro Cor van Zyl

The GMs of Mali, Benin and South Africa - just having fun!

Chapter Dromedaris Royal Arch Working

MEZ MEC Frans Roodt (C) with MEC Neville Klein OSM,
ECs Bushy McElvey, Len van Rooyen, MEC Bill Ramsden
and the Comps at a RA working

.RW Bro John Smith OSM, Edelweiss Smith, MW Bro Geoff Edwards OSM, Val Edwards, MW Bro Lamine Sow (Mali),
Anna-Marie Britz, MW Bro Benoit Kouassi (Benin), Megan Lentz, MW Bro Dave Duncan OSM, RW Bro Avron Jacobson, RW Bro Johan Britz

Losie Albert J Haak (60 GLSA)
Losie Albert J Haak het in die afgelope
ampstermyn met die loure weg gestap om twee gesogte
toekennings gelyktydig binne een losie te ontvang.
Ons voorsittende meester, Agb Br Fred Kitching
is aangewys as voorsittende meester van die jaar vir
die Noordelike afdeling terwyl Agb Br Frik Brits
aangewys is Sekretaris van die jaar - landswyd.
Ons innige dank aan
alle partye betrokke vir
die uitreiking van
hierdie toekennings as
erkenning
van
uitmuntendheid.
Ag Brs Frik Brits en
Fred Kitching

Soos wat een van ons heildronke gepas ingestel
word op die dames; het Losie Albert J Haak besluit om
ons dank teenoor ons dames te betuig deur ‘n sosiale
geleentheid op te dra aan hulle. Op Saterdag 29
September het ons laer getrek by ‘n mede broer se
woning en die manne het alles behartig: reëlings,
opstel, braai en selfs opskep - heelwat gebrom vanaf
die eva geledere oor die “onvanpaste” groot porsies.
Ons voorsittende Meester se goeie dame, Magda
Kitching, het vir elke dame ‘n unieke gedrukte
porselein slaaibak as geskenk oorhandig vir hul
bystand die jaar. Die mans het verder bekers met
sjokolade en blomme oorhandig asook die gewerskaf
om hul glase vol te hou. Op 'n stadium het dit soos ‘n
hoërskool prys uitdeling gevoel!  Die dag was deur
ieder en elk geniet – weereens dankie aan ons dames!!!

Wor Bro Gordon Crichton (Mutual) has also
joined our Southern Division cancer list. While his fight
is a tough one, he still gets to his Lodge meetings.
Wor Bro Simon Nash (Star of the Rand) has
recently been hospitalised, but he assures me that he is
now back in action and feeling better than ever.
Louise, wife of Wor Bro Koos du Preez (Johan van
Riebeeck) is back home and receiving treatment for her
lung cancer. She is very much in our thoughts.
RW Bro Ken Manefeldt (de Goede Trouw)
recently had an operation on his hip. Ken has been
having back problems for a while now and needs our
ongoing prayers and support.
To these, and any other members of our Masonic
family, who are experiencing difficulties, please know
that we care about you and that you are in our prayers.
Remember, Brethren, people may not remember
what you did for them or even what you said, but they
will always remember how you made them feel.
If anything is known about a Brother in distress, please
phone RW Bro Nuno Calvet at 083 5607838 or send
him an email to nunocalvet@gmail.com

Westerford assist de Goede Trouw
de Goede Trouw is the fastest growing Lodge in
Southern Division. While that, on the one hand, is very
exciting, on the other it really does bring its challenges.
Not the least of these is fitting all the degree workings
in, so when Westerford asked if they could help by
performing a 3rd degree, they grabbed the opportunity.

Bro Michael van der Linde (de Goede Trouw) with
RW Bro Tommy Hardiman, Wor Bro Scotty Lourens,
Wor Bro Martin Slabbert, VW Bro Frans Appelgryn.
The event took place just before the GLSA AGM
so a number of out of town visitors also attended.

GrandView is now open to all GLSA members
Agter van links na regs is Sunette, Elmarie, Magda, Carina,
Christelle en sittend voor is Erna.

If you ever have any input for Square & Compasses,
please email it to secretary@grandlodge.co.za

Almoner's Corner
Our deepest sympathies are extended to Marie and
the family of RW Bro Johan Vermaak (see front page).
Wor Bro Corrie Grobbellaar (Simon van der Stel)
continues his fight against cancer in his impressively
cheerful manner. We admire you Corrie and are
inspired by your attitude - stay strong!

Our new GrandView database system has now
been launched to all of our members and the feedback
has been more than encouraging. We have made such
documents as the Book of Life, the GLSA Year Book
and the Square and Compasses
available and will be loading
more material over the weeks
and months that lie ahead and those Brethren who have
registered are already finding
it absolutely invaluable.
Those of you who have
not logged in yet, please do so.
It really is refreshingly easy!

